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The Weekly Scene Is a weekly publication, by the inmates of the Connecticut Corr-
ectional Institution here at Somers, Ct.

The views herein are intended to be those of the contributors, with the super=-
vision of the staff Advisory Board and not necessarilly reflect those of the
prison Administration or the department of Corrections,

We encourage participation and articles for possible publication. Please include

inmate name and mumber with each article. Please ¢ive credit to author and source
when submitting all articles, Constructive criticism is desired from our readers.
We reserve the right to edit;and/or condense any articles submitted.
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WARDEN'S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

I wish.to extend to you and your loved ones our hopes
that your Christmas will be blessed with positive aspirations
for the future. As we approach the New Year, may we all in
our own way seek Joy and Everlasting Peace on Earth and

a brotherhoad of Man.
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BREAKFAST

Orange Juice
Fried Ham & Eggs ~ Buttered Toast
Dry Cereal
Coffee - Milk

DINNER

Grilled Sirloin Steak or Rcocast Beef
* French Fried Potatoes - Catsup
Green Peas wW/Mushrooms
Tossed Salad - Hot Rolls
Strawberry Shortcake w/Topping
Assorted Fruit

Coffee ~ Milk

SUPPER

Vegetable Soup w/Crackers
Assoxrted Cold Cuts
Macarcnl Salad
Ice Cream
Coffee - Milk
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HONOR TO GOD
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Christmas, - the Birthday of Christ; for today a Savior has
been born to you whe is Christ The Lord. The joyous messsge
of Christmas is kncwn to all, end on this day we sing the
praises of our new born King, On this day we pay homags to
GOD, whose Son becar: ‘an, in order that we might be saved.

Let ue in our quiet, prayerful way give honor to God, letv us
also keep Christ in Christmas, for this is Hls day. Without
a spirit of love, without Christ, Christmas is meaningless.
It is only he who loves OChrist, who will enjoy the real
meaning of Christmas,

To show our * devotion to- Christ we could read the story of
His Birth, we could attend the church of our faith, and we
could make Christmas the day it should be. It is more than

a legal holiday, 'it is a religious Holy Day. Let us strive
to keep this day holy.

Forgive us Q0'Lord, and grant us peace, so that we might en-
Joy this wonderful day. Let us see in this day your great
love for us which runs like a swift stream through our vsry

breath., Let us finally, O'Lord, remember that we will be
ever restless until we rest in thes.

May God bless you all thig Christmas Day and throughout the
New Year.
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Christmas is movre than the twenty-fifth day of December. Christmas,
and thig birth knows no season, no day, no time, With this birth comes 4
light lesding wan's way, not the light of a far off star, but the light of
truth that is finding the fesith to carry it's banner. You and I hold the key
that unlocks the power of Christmae. The key ig our having faith enough to
believe that men can work together, doing all in thelr power to be kind,
tolerant, patient, svoiding all action that might inflict pain, or make others
feel insecure, or frustrated, It {e our having faith to believe that wen cen
break through and communicate with eachother, understand problems end seek
their solution,

“Now faith is substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.' (Hebrew 11-1)

May each of you have this faith and this "key” and find out what {nfine
ite possibilities for good, will be discovered in this meaningful Christmas
celebrations,

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR
TO ALL OF YOU,
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Somers Inmates Meet

Visiting Youngsters
In Unique Playroom

By JOANNE BALL

he Connecticut Corrections In-

. stitution at Somers is a bleak

place. It's a maximurm securi-

ty complete with overcrowding

and clanging metal doors. Currently

more than 1,000 men are jailed inside.

There have been a few escape al-

iempts — some successiul. Mostly it’s

1 place for losers and there’s no éscap-
ng that fact.

is there?

Se\;;l;s im?atg,r:i }day cmﬁdlrector.
aembers of a Yy Suppo: )
nd even a guard think there a*ﬁ;"'g
ape, ironicaily enough, is found, well
‘ithin the wails of and i
alled the Sesame S Play Room.

“This is like our social time,” said
‘ogeph Liberatore, one of seven in-
nates acting as the play room's
caregivers.”

It's a time when some of the psyc
agical shackles of prison life can

srown off, he said. T wies and
‘ooks are their tools asid children are
i1 focus of their

w't long enough. But cne of care-
ivers cherishes that time, however
sort, saying that while he is in the
iay room he feels human, In the play

som prison bars are replaced by post-
5 of Big Bird aneg the Lyome'
onster.

‘ y. “It means &

ot to the inmates, ” Liberatore said.’
Liberatore regrets that the time —a’
suple of hours on the weekends —.

Sesame Street Play Room is in its |

first month at Somers, marking the
first time that such 2 project has
tried in a maximum security institu-
tion. It has successinily o&a‘a
minimum security priseng thrcughou
the country. by Womey in
Crisis, a supt):ert p for the families
of ininates, lay reom provides an
educational well-supervised set-
ting for children between the :ﬁs of 3
to ¥ while their parents are

In addition to entertalning
dren, having the play room around can
bring their parents a sliver of time to-

ey
08¢ Wie , €n mn
the chﬂg to the

pow may send ,

play room and perhaps be%in ‘to
straighien out his marital problems.

Do inmates make suitable comm-
lons for young children? Deputy Cor-
rections Commissioner Ra M
Lopes has no
“It's a con
cently, “and every effori is made {o in-

.
sure the safety and woll-being of the .
children.”

The program has the full coopera-
tiog of the state Department of Cor-
rections and has besn (he recipient of
contributions from the town of Bloom-
field, the Children's Television Work-

) {producers of “Sesame Street™)

Legfo Systems Ine., the manufac-
childven. '

Taken From: The Haritford Courant

tad in
ughout -
fhe el -
" dren and have an

m with that idea..
ed sitpation,” hesaid re-

week

bui_!tiing blocks for -

An $6,800 grant from the Junior
League of Hartford covers the co-
ordinator’s salary.

“We don't have enough children
now. When we get more we'll be able
{0 se¢ what of effect we'll have on
them,” Arthur Davis said. :

Susan Fishman, execytive director
of Women in Crisis, said regen tlm

. ghout 70 children have been p

for the fplzur room, but gnfe tely
only a few have participated so far,
Secause of that, the caregivers have.
cooled their heels but pot their
usiasm. :

enth f
“It's s great thing,” said Kenneth
Schaffer, “I's somecthing that you
really want (o get into. For mysed, I
want to see the children enjoy life.”
And a guard whe has observed the

‘activity in the play room said he feels

good about the iomates’ interaction
with the children. Until now, “we only
got to see our failures,” he gaid,

In preparation for the scores of chil-
dren who will be using the play room
in months, Ms, Ran is now
lookicg for more voluniesrs, These

le escort the children from the
visiting room, where tlui? are with
their parents, down the hall to the pllﬁ
room. These people should & oi
mu&u

enviroament

During the 10 weeks of intensive
training that preceded the mfram,
the inmates were exposed in volumes
of material on chil psgqm and
educational games, in the
T R o P

on Wor A : v
room relies heavily on Sesame Street
television programs for meay project

ideas. :
Initizily, the inmates weps suspi-
eclous of each other. “During the first
didu’t talk,” seid play reom
Juanita who,

ject .
Fong with Gwen Peters of Children's
Television, ran the training sassions.
“In about three weeks things pulled

how it feeis to be young

{continued on back)



together. Now we really complement each other," Ms. Dennis said. The
caregivers purpose is to make the child feel welcome and secure in a
situat#an that at first may strike that child as histile and threat-
ening, she said, If I were a kid ...,I'd feel loved and good atout myself
" with the caregivers.

She and some of the caregivers told of their first success story...the
story of Nancy latham.

Nancy who's 6, was very frightened when she first entered the playroom

a few weeks ago. Ms. Dennis said she was a little hesitant.” Davis said
she was shy, didn't know what to expect and consequently didn't want to
do anything with anybody.

After the first visit, " We spent a half hour talking atout Nancy."

Ms, Dennis said, and with the caregivers she suggested ways they could
bring Nancy out, comfortably.,

Two Sundays ago Nancy's defences wey$ gone. She and Bavis spent tlreir time
together talking and playing. . o5 §
Then there were Jeff And Louie, Who on the same Sunday afternoon took %o
their caregivers without the need for warm-up exercises, Louie McDowell
and caregiver Wesley Burke were quiet in one corner of the playroom, intent
on a word game Burke had devised. Louie, another 6 year old, was ceterminec
to succeed --sharp for his age according to. his tutor-for-the rour.

Jeffrey Payne was the most at ease of the three children. He was the con-
ductor of a freight and passenger train, made with plastic building. tlocks.
Iater, he switched his captain's hat to a conductors cap, emprasizing his
new found role. And with a quick role change, he, Burke and Davis set tlie
playroom rocking with steady beatr of wakeshift drums and authentic maracas,

Article Taken From:

‘The Hartford Courente..s



NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE

TO ALL PARENTS, RELATIVES, FRIENDS:

On Saturday, Novcmbrr 24, Thc Sesame Sfroof M bay Crour Pro Ject
began at Somers Correctional.lnstitution. The concept for the Sesame Street

Program originated .in 1974 'at the Federal ‘Correctional (nstitufion In Fort
Worth, Texsas.

The program has heen successful In operation In various
institutions throughout the country, under the' gufdance of Children's

Te levision Workshop and sponsorship of communiTy, governmen+ and rrivafc
foundations.

The. Sesame: Streét Program at Somers:ls funded by the Junfor
League of Hartford ends$ponsered by Women in Crisis,in¢: a private agency

which provides support services +o famllles of offendors from the Greater
Hartford: arca,

The purpoese of thefprogram is (1) to-provide children of
inmates at the institutlon with:an opportdnity to 'paftiélapte Tn creative
:#ctivities during thelr wvisit, :¢2) to-provide an ‘opportunity for the familles
members and .Inmates to commumicaté in'a post+ive emotional climate without
having to worry .about the behavior of their ch!ldreén in the visiting room,

and (3) 1o create :stronger, healther famlly tles beneficial to'both the inmate
and _his famlly, Ll

The program ts desiqned, underthe supervision of represntatives
from the: children's Television Workshom, Women 1n Cffsfs,lnc. and the
Connecticut Departmentof Corrections, to care for and-teach the vIsiting
children basic: skills according to his or her age group,

A group’ of Tnmates have been selected and have uhderaone tralining
to work with the children as volunteer child-care givers, They are: '

WESLEY BURKE ' :

ARTHUR DAV S

JOEL LaBRECK

JOSEPH L1|BERATORE

THOMAS - OLER

KENNETH SCHAFFER

RALPH SEGURA

Your cooperation and'support fs needéd 1 making this program
possible. Please \inform your'visitors about the projecf Lhwmunlfy voluntfeers
are available in the visiting room to reqgister children.  PLEASE HELP

MR. GEURGE BRONSUN, "ASSt. WARDEN-TREATMENT '

****%*******X*X%*x*%*#‘XX'XI(')(KKXX)()(KXX)(XX)’XXXX)(XXX‘(X‘(x\X\’XXKXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

NOT!CE***NOTICV***NUTICE

Please he advnhéd that thé Bioqraphy ‘sectlon in the |lbrary hes
been re-arranged In alphabc+|ca| order for your convience, They wi,Jl still be
feund In the same 920 sectior. Due 4o the sometimes complicated numerical
system that has beap/ used Th the past, we folt this change would make 1+ much
easier for you to find what you'are  lecoking for,

Mr. Faul Rosa
[nstitutional Librarian



HIGH COURT DEFINES COVERAGE OF-SEARCH WARRANTS

A warrant to search a public place, such as a tavern, does nct also ;lve
police the right to automatically frisk patrons who just happen to bte there,
the Supreme Court ruled Wednesday.

In a 6-3 decision, the justices said police must have "probable cause" =-a
reasonable suspicion that a crime has been committed -before they can search
persons not named in such a warrant,

They reversed a state appeals~-court ruling upholding the constitutionality
of Illinois' law permitting police exectiting a search warrant for a public
place to detain and search any person on the premises.

Arizona, Kansas, Georgia and the District of Columbia have similar. laws
desipgned to help police protect themselves from attack or uncover items des-
cribed in the warrant,

"A person's mere propinguity tc others independently suspected of crimi-
nal activity does not, without more, gzive rise to probable cause to search
that person," Justice Potter Stewart wrote for the majority.

In two other 6-3 opinions, the court also ruled: :

-A person who wants to sue the government ferimedical malpractice must go
tc court within two years of discovering an injury - not within two years a-
fter becoming aware that it might have been caused by neplipgence.

The fovernment cculd deny New York City #3.5 million in special education
funds without proving that the schocl board intentionally in teacher assign--
ments,

The search case arosed in 1975 when stdte apd Aurora, I1l, police obtained
a warrant to search the .urora Tap Tavern.and its bartender to check an in-
formant's tip of heroin trafficking.

Police also searched a dozen customers for concealed weapons, and found
slx tinfoil packets of herion in Ventura Ybarra's pocket during a patdown.

Ybarra was convicted of herion possession and sentenced to two years'
probation,

The high court Wednesday ruled the search of Ybarra violated the Constitu-
tion's Fourth and 1l4th Amendments, and it returned Ybarra's case to lower
court where he could clear his name.

"fach patron who walked into the Aurora Tap Tavern on March 1, 1976, was
clothed with constitutional protection against an unreasonable sedrch. or an
unreasonable seizure," the majority held.

In Yvarra's case, "the state is unable to articulate any specific fact that
would have justified a pclice officer at the scene in even suspecting that
Ybarra was armed and dangerous,"” Stewart wrote.

Chief Justice Warren Burger and Justice Harry Blackmun and William Rehnquist
argued in dissent that the majority had done damaje to a 1968 ruling letting
police pat down persons for weapons reasonably believed to be in thier posses-
sion.

The majority now requires a "particularized and individualized suspicion
that a person is armed and dangerous,” the dissenters said. This overlooks the
Practicalities of a situation which no doubt of'ten confronts officers execut-=-
ing a valid search warrant,"

Burger saild the new ruling is "but another manifestation of the practical
poverty of the Judge-made exclusionary rule," which bars courtroon use against
a defendant of evidence obtained illegally by police.

Taken From: The Morning Record and Journal
Subnitted By: Eugene Lewkins J-2



Foul Play Apply
118 min
: Color
* Producers Thomas L. Miller, Edward Milkis
= Director Colin Higgins PG -
« Screenwriter Colin Higgins 2
= Cast Goldie Hawn, Chevy Chase, Burgess Meredith,

Rachel Roberts. Dudley Moore

""Beware of the Dwarf,” whispers the hitchhiker to the beautiful librarian
(Goldie Hawn) as he dies midway through a screening of “This Gun Is Mine."”
Suddenly Goldie is propelied into a world of wild chases, bizarre attempts on
her life, and deadly encounters with an assortment of weird underworld char-
acters. Academy Award winner Goldie Mawn teams with Chevy Chase in his
first starring motion picture assignment — and with hilarious results. Chase
piays the handsome San F rancisco detective who becomes personally and
professionally involved with all the odd things happening o Goldie.
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Heaven Can Wait Paramount (8368) 112 Minutes "
i . Fric Boberts, Stefling Hayden, oo “"“"‘sm",d?“’""
* Producer Warron Beatty | 30 0 sl e . dbnnin A : '
« Directors Wairen Beaity, Buck Henry
* Screenwriiers Warren Beatty, Elaine May -
* Cast Warren Beally, Julie Christis, James Mason,

Jack Warden, Dyan Cannon, Charles Grodin,
Buck Henry, Vincent Gardenia

caused to her village by one of his many corporations.

“"What Heaven Can Wait preserves and presents is a wonderiul inrocence. . .
Itis a fanlasy that works beautitully, and that in itself s fantastic,”
Charles Chemplin, Los Angeles Times
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Thesa wmew vhe recelved militery diascharges other than bomoreble, &
wko have filed spplicatlon for a military discharge Wmd%z;d end
whe would liks to appear desfors the Aray Dischargs Ravutw .
shauld ferwayd & Yeguest form to Jesse Delcoch statisg ummyeu:
present discharge ghtatus ig, the date of yowr milltary diecherge,
and the wresch of milltary service which you were diachgrmguh o
Upon racept of your recuest an imtexview cun be arrangad wims .
American Ped Cross and a subssguant hearing with the A?Yt ¢ r:ga
Baview Poard vill Be arranged. Tha bearing will be bhel athemmttad

~ €CL and only thone men vho bave rocsived discharges from :

Htates Awsy should applye. W 3aaes Delonch
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Crange Juice
Hot Cereal
Pastry
Coffee

Milk

Pineapple Juice
Dry Cereal
Waffles W/Syrup
Coffee

Milk

Crange Juice
Ham & Eypgs
Teast

Dry Cereal
Coffee

Milk

Dry Cereal
Griddle Cakes
W/Syrup
Coffee

Milk

Fresh Fruit
Hot Cereal
Pastry
Coffee

Milk

Blended Juice
Dry Cereal
French Toast
W/SXrup
Coffee

Milk

Fresh Fruit
Hot Cereal
Pastry
Coffee

Milk

DINNER

Baked Chicken
Spanish Rice
0"Brien Corn
Cranberry Sauce
Fruited Jello
Coffee- Milk

Veal Parmesan

Shells W/Tomato Sauce
Buttered Wax Beans
Fruit Cocktail
Coffee~Milk

Grioled Sirlecin Steak

French Fried Potatoes

Buttered Peas & Catsup
Tossed Salad-Hot Rolls
Strawberry Short Cakes
W/Whip Toppiar

ASST. Fruit-coffee Milk

Hash Brown Potatoes
Buttered Fresh Carrots
Ice Cream

Coffee

Milk

Cheeseburgers

French Fried Potatoes
W/K Corn

Jello W/ Whip Tépping
Coffee-Milk

Deep Fried Fish
WJTartar Sauce
0"Brien Potatoes
Butter Nut Squash
Ice Cream
Coffee=Milk

Beef Stew W/ Vegetables
Buttered Noodles

Cole Slaw

Chilled Peaches
Coffee-Milk

SUEPER

Fish Sticks/Tattar Sauce
French Fried Potatoes
Buttered Peas

Catsup

Ice Cream

Tea-Milk

Grilled Franks
Baked Beans

Cole Slaw
Pineapple Chunks
Tea-Milk

Veg. Soup W/Crackers
Assorted Cold Cuts
Macaroni Salad

Ice Cream

Coffee

Milk

B L

Grated Cheese

Carden Salad W/0il and
Vinegar Dressing
Pastry

Tea~-Milk

Italian Sauceage
Lyonnaise Potatoes
Lettuce & Tomato Salad
Pastry

Tea=-Milk

Sloppy Joe

W/Tomato Sauce & Onion
Boiled Rice

Mixed Vepetables
Pastry

Tea-Milk

Fried Boloina
Blackeye Peas

Lettuce Salad W/French Drs.

Pastry
Tea-Milk

L



	o317128413_392_001
	o317128413_392_002
	o317128413_392_003
	o317128413_392_004
	o317128413_392_005
	o317128413_392_006
	o317128413_392_007
	o317128413_392_008
	o317128413_392_009
	o317128413_392_010
	o317128413_392_011
	o317128413_392_012

